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The Epistle • March 2020

March 3 • 5:15 p.m. — Theology on Tap at Weidmann’s
March 8-13 • St. Paul’s will be hosting 14 college students from
Suffolk University, Boston, MA. They will be in Meridian working
with Habitat for Humanity. On Wed, March 11, you will have the
chance to share our Southern hospitality as they join us for
Evening Prayer and Parish Meal.
March 17 • 5:15 p.m. Vestry Meeting

Dear Parish Family,
“If it weren’t for Christians, I’d be a Christian” is statement
that has tugged on me for as long as I can remember. It was
famously said by Mahatma Gandhi after he was excluded
from a church service for affluent Indian families and the
British. He never gave the Christian faith another ounce of
energy during his lifetime.

In 2016, John Pavlovitz wrote an article about this same
struggle in our generation. I read it years ago and
appreciated its bold truths. Over the past month, a few of you
have referenced it to me at Theology on Tap and in our
conversations in the Parish Hall. It has been enough for me to
take on this Lenten season what it means to proclaim, “I
refuse to be a Christian without Jesus.” I share this article
with you, and I hope you are open to consider it.

The Christian I Refuse To Be

New Vestry Comes Together at Retreat
By Lynne Taleff
he whole of St. Paul’s vestry met in retreat on
February 21 and 22. Led by Fr. Austin, we gathered
Friday evening at the church for a time of meditation,
prayer, reading and accepting the Vestry Pledge and
getting to know one another over a meal.
On Saturday morning we regrouped at the peaceful
and beautiful Boone Family Farm to work on planning
our vestry year. All of our work was focused on living
out our mission statement: “To support and encourage
one another in living out our baptismal vows and to
share God’s unconditional love with the broader
community.” We made a start at a long-range vision
and reviewed and assigned vestry committee chairs. Fr.
Austin conducted a regular vestry business meeting
and Melissa (our parish treasurer) reported that 99
percent of our 2019 pledges have been received.
Thanks be to God and God’s disciples!
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The meeting was closed with prayer for guidance and
wisdom. The vestry committee chairs will be calling
and requesting parishioners to serve as chairs and
members of their committees. Please be open to taking
an assignment, even out of your comfort zone, so that
together we may move St. Paul’s toward a closer walk
with God. The vestry committee chairs are:
Administration and Communications: Tim Hanschke
Christian Formation: Michelle Lewis
Finance Committee: Wayne Wuestefeld
Newcomers, Welcoming and Evangelism: Lee Loeb
Outreach: Meredith Roberts
Parish Life and Activities: Page Sikes
Pastoral Care: Rick Barry
Risk Management: Brandon Dunn
Stewardship Committee: Katie Simmons

By John Pavlovitz
I am a Christian.
Actually, it’s more accurate lately to say that I am still a
Christian.
I now say this with much trepidation. I say it with great fatigue.
I say it somewhat begrudgingly. I say it with more than a good
deal of embarrassment—not of Jesus, but of so many of his
people and so much of the Church professing to speak for him.
Looking around at too much of what represents my faith
tradition, it’s become a daily battle to make this once effortless
declaration, knowing that it now automatically aligns me with
those who share so little in common with the Jesus I met when I
first claimed the name Christian.
I know the kind of people making this declaration now aligns
me with in people’s minds. It now aligns me with bathroom
bullies, politicized pulpits, white privilege, and overt racism;
with bigotry toward so many groups of people who represent the
“world” I grew up believing that God so loved.
There are things that used to be a given as a follower of Jesus,
that no longer are.
For far too many people, being a Christian no longer means
you need to be humble or forgiving. It no longer means you
need a heart to serve or bring healing. It no longer requires
compassion or mercy or benevolence. It no longer requires you
to turn the other cheek or to love your enemies or to take the
lowest place or to love your neighbor as yourself.
It no longer requires Jesus.
And so the choices are to abandon the idea of claiming Christ

altogether to avoid being deemed hateful by association in the
eyes of so much of the watching world—or to reclaim the name
Christian so that it once again replicates the love of Jesus in the
world.
I am trying to do the latter.
Yes, I am a Christian, but there is a Christian I refuse to be.
I refuse to be a Christian who lives in fear of people who look or
speak or worship differently than I do.
I refuse to be a Christian who believes that God blesses America
more than God so loves the world.
I refuse to be a Christian who can’t find the beauty and truth in
religious traditions other than my own.
I refuse to be a Christian who uses the Bible to perpetuate
individual or systemic bigotry, racism, or sexism.
I refuse to be a Christian who treasures allegiance to a flag or a
country or a political party, above emulating Jesus.
I refuse to be a Christian who is reluctant to call-out the words
of hateful preachers, venomous politicians, and mean-spirited
pew sitters, in the name of keeping ceremonial Christian unity.
I refuse to be a Christian who tolerates a global Church where all
people are not openly welcomed, fully celebrated, and equally
cared for.
I refuse to be a Christian who speaks always with holy war
rhetoric about an encroaching enemy horde that must be rallied
against and defeated.
I refuse to be a Christian who is generous with damnation and
stingy with Grace.
Continued on the next page

The Christian I Refuse to Be
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The Way of The Cross Exhibit & Prayer Walk
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e have a wonderful Lenten service offering this year. Please come on
Fridays at noon throughout this Holy Season for walking the Way of the
Cross with Fr. Austin in All Saints’ Hall.
Also, during office hours, service booklets will also be placed near the entrance
for parishioners to use for prayer and reflection. Special thanks for the artists
Linda Carrier, Mark Davis, Albree Florey, Margaret Morrison, Susan Nowak, Mike
Reich, Wayne Wuestefeld and our youth. We thank them for their time talent and
dedication to this project. We also thank Tom and Joy Greer for putting it all
together and for all those who work so constantly to bring the mission of the
church to light.

I refuse to be a Christian who can’t see the image of God in people of every color,
every religious tradition, every sexual orientation.
I refuse to be a Christian who demands that others believe what I believe or live
as I live or profess what I profess.
I refuse to be a Christian who sees the world in a hopeless spiral downward and
can only condemn it or withdraw from it.
I refuse to be a Christian devoid of the character of Jesus; his humility, his
compassion, his smallness, his gentleness with people’s wounds, his attention to
the poor and the forgotten and the marginalized, his intolerance for religious
hypocrisy, his clear expression of the love of God.
I refuse to be a Christian unless it means I live as a person of hospitality, of
healing, of redemption, of justice, of expectation-defying Grace, of counterintuitive
his tradition began in the 1990s in Meridian, and gives us a chance to
love. These are non-negotiables.
enjoy other churches in the downtown area. Each service begins at
Yes, it is much more difficult to say it these days than it has ever been, but I still noon and lasts approximately 30 minutes, with a meal following. Those
do say it.
needing to return to work are allowed to get to the front of the meal line!
I am still a Christian—but I refuse to be one without Jesus.

Downtown Lenten Series
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We rejoice in the birth of Tess Gibson
Compton born Feb 5 in Houston, Texas.
Parents are Carrie & John Hays Compton;
sisters are Annie & Molly Hays; and
paternal grandparents John & Ann
Compton.

Enjoy Our Wednesday Night Meals
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ur Wednesday evening meals are fabulous and a great time to enjoy
fellowship in the Community. Evening Prayer is held in the Chapel each
week starting at 5:30 p.m. Parish meals begin at 6 p.m. If you are coming, please
make reservations by 1 p.m. on Monday before to ensure enough food is
prepared for everyone. The cost is $8 for adults, $5 for a child and $25 for a
family of four or more.
Look at this great menu for March:
March 4 — Fried chicken, loaded potato salad, coleslaw and roll
March 11 — Chicken spaghetti, green salad and French bread
March 18 — Smoked spiral ham, squash casserole, green beans and roll
March 25 — Smoked turkey breast, broccoli/rice casserole,
purple hull peas and roll

EYC Fern Sale
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hank you to everyone who helped us sell, as well as order, ferns! We broke
our previous record and sold more than 350 ferns! The funds raised from
the ferns will go towards our EYC pilgrimage to Alaska this summer.

March 5 • First Presbyterian Church
March 12 • St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
March 19 • Central United Methodist Church
March 26 • First Baptist Church
April 2 • First Christian Church

Gearing Up for Mission & Music Festival
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e are looking forward to our second annual Mission and Music Festival! May
2, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This year we will be serving fried catfish plates again,
as well as a child friendly option. If you are interested in helping with preparing or
serving the meal, please contact Wayne Wuestefeld or Rose Hudson. We promise to
have plenty of food for everyone!
Our very own, Scott McQuaig and the Tomcats will provide musical entertainment
again. There will be a freezer/bake sale again this year. Start thinking about what
luscious casseroles, spreads, appetizers and baked goods you can contribute.
Because of the time of the year, soups are not as much in demand. If you have any
questions contact Mellissa Love or Sara Love Gordon.
We will also have a raffle again this year. Margaret Van Dyke has already offered a
quilt, but we are still in need of a couple other items as well as a “Grand Raffle
Item.” Last year the Chalks were gracious enough to donate their beach condo for
four nights. If you have any ideas or something to contribute, please contact Gloria
Chancellor or Edie Simmons.
We are in need of several tailgate tents to borrow for that day. If your family has
one we can use please contact Marcia Via.
With some experience under our belts, we are anticipating an even bigger, better
event this year. We will need everyone’s help to make this year’s Mission and Music
Festival a success. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please
contact Bobbie Rea, Marcia Via, or Lauretta Hamilton.

Our Parish family: Bob Deen, Claire Hanschke, Dixie Pigford, DJ Wells, Edgar Morrison, Jerry Greene, Jo Van Devender,
Ivy Jane Sutton, Milo Joseph Sutton, Mary Scott, Norma Veach, Peggy Carrico, Terry Rush, William Godwin and
Robin Hall.
In our senior living communities: Deanie Carmichael, Elise Leach, Joyce Welsh, Linda James, Lora Jones and
Nita Neville.
Extended family and friends: Alice Miller, Ally Gressett, Amanda Lockey, Amanda Rainey, Anita Sumrall, Anna Meyers,
Art Matthews, Barbara Hopper, Barbara Robinson, Baston Geiger, Bill Selman, Bob Hill, Bridget Mann, Brooke, Cathy
Parker, Charmin Edwards, Chelsie Abston, Cheryl Drennan, Christina Harris, Clay Hamilton, Cory Gaylord, Davey
Simmons, Diane Dunn, Delroy Ming, Edesser “Dess” Reid Ward, Rob & Aislinn Ward, Elise Higbe, Frank Baker, Frank
Barrett, Freddie Bea Watson, Gary Dawkins, George Farr, George Ferguson, Hannah McNichol, Helen Valentine, Jada
Dooley, James, Jim Bateman, John, Justin Site, Ken Fisher, Kim Lovette, Kylie Temple, Lee Davis Thames, Leigh Ann Key,
Lou Dubose, Marilyn Mohr, Martha Mazingo, Mary Hallwell, Mary Ann Howell, Mary Irby, Michelle Nelson, Mike Lundy,
Mike Stanton, Nelson Hall, Noah White, Norman, Patty Fishburn, Rick, Sandra Nicholas, Sandy Carrier, Sallie Gercens,
Hannah Thompson, Seth Thompson, Stephanie Turner, Theodore, Tom Schram, Tony Sansone, Wanda Farr, Wanda
Scott, Wilfe Manning and Zack Martin.
For those serving in the Armed Forces, for all who serve overseas and their families, especially Andrew Behm, Shum
Benson, Connor Covert, Graham Ford, T. J. Melton, Nick Mullen and Zack Thomas.
For those who have died, especially: David Neville, brother of Sally Neville and George Neville; The Rev. Horace”Bubba”
Choate, husband of The Rev. Yamily Bass-Choate and daughters Myriam and Diana; and James Wooley, nephew of
Virginia Brimble.
We pray for our Bishop Brian, our Rector Austin and his family and our Deacon Betty.

Mar. 1 ............Rob Arline, Caroline Lewis
Mar. 2 ............Hannah Hamilton
Mar. 8 ............Nick Perry
Mar. 11 ..........DJ Wells
Mar. 12 ..........Mary Lee Bowen
Mar. 13 ..........Graham Martin
Mar. 16 ..........Claire Calcote, Robby & Sylvia Dreyfus
Mar. 17 ..........David Benson, John Compton,
Sara Mason, Shep Sanders
Mar. 18 ..........Linda Denney, Jerry Wayton
Mar. 19 ..........Arlyn Grace Sanders
MARCH 8
VESTRY COUNTERS
8 A.M.
OFFICIANT
READER
USHER
10:30 A.M.
READER 1
READER 2
PRAYERS
USHERS

ACOLYTES

ALTAR GUILD

CHALICE

Mar. 20 ..........Garry & Dana Lawyer
Mar. 21 ..........Judy Dohan
Mar. 22 ..........Kenan Hamilton
Mar. 23 ..........Jeffrey & Andrea Carver,
Bill & Harriet Simmons
Mar. 24 ..........Jo Benson, Ed Broome, Gene Wood
Mar. 25 ..........Tom Greer
Mar. 27 ..........Lee & Peggy Carrico
Mar. 28 ..........Patty Vinson
Mar. 29 ..........Mackenzie Carver
Mar. 30 ..........Justin & Jamie Smith

MARCH 15

MARCH 22

MARCH 29

Michelle Lewis & Rick Barry — Lock: Meredith Roberts
Bob Covert
Lynne Taleff
Bob Pigford

Lynne Taleff
Polly Covert
Bob Coffin

Anne Chalk
Ingrid Price
Linda Carrier

Ed Eiland
Lindy Deen
Bob Covert

Gary Jones
Jamie Smith
Helen Abraham
Cindy McGinnis
Jim McGinnis
Rose Hudson
Scott Hudson
Christopher Collis
Payton Hanschke
Rowan Hanschke
Connie Arline
Martha Barnett
Stacey Harwell
Helen Abraham

Rick Entrekin
Melissa Calcote
Joan Moore
Cheri Barry
Rick Barry
Sara Mason
Melissa Love
Cameron Burchfield
Katie Hasselle
Gibson Hasselle
Joanne Entrekin
Leslie Hiatt
Beth Wuestefeld
Barbara Boone

Jerome Kittrell
Katie Simmons
Candy Ward
Chris Burchfield
Perrin Burchfield
Edie Simmons
Adrian Page
Elizabeth Scott Bond
Wyatt Bond
Olivia Lewis
Joanne Entrekin
Leslie Hiatt
Beth Wuestefeld
Bev Pringle

Sally Gray
Wayne Wuestefeld
Bobbie Rea
Patrick Lewis
Michelle Lewis
Lauretta Hamilton
Gary Jones
Cate Simmons
Sellers Breaux
Carlyle Breaux
Candy Ward
Marilyn Greene
Kay Reich

Shrove Tuesday at St. Paul’s

Be a Prayer Partner for Your EYC’er
By Claire Hasselle
fter spending so much time with the youth of our church,
one of my goals each week is to help them grow into a habit
of daily prayer. This journey doesn’t look the same for everyone
and we don’t all get there the same way. Our youth are
continuing the work on developing a relationship with God,
calling on him in times of need, thanksgiving or “just to talk.”
When we set goals or try to develop a new routine, it is always
helpful to have an accountability partner. You may have found
this helpful if you have ever tried to implement a new workout
routine or a healthy diet. This really hit home with me a few
weeks ago. I asked my daughter Katie about her relationship
with God one night as we were talking before bed. She said “of
course I love him,” but was unable to describe how she reaches
out to God or how she views her relationship with God. I realized
right then that I had been “glazing over” the depth and real
importance of our relationship with God. Together, we came up
with a plan to make sure we keep this life saving relationship as
a top priority. We begin and end each day with a “sound check.”
We take a couple of moments in the quiet darkness before the
day begins and pray for the things that weigh on our hearts and
give thanks for all the great things as well. As bedtime comes
around, we do the very same thing as we close the day out. We
hold each other accountable, plus we have the added benefit of
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a very meaningful bit of time together twice a day, every day.
This has begun to transform both of our lives.
I feel led to share this because all of our youth need a prayer
partner and it doesn’t have to be a parent. As we journey
through Lent together, watch and listen. Is there someone in
your life that could use a prayer partner? Could you use a prayer
partner? Give it a try and see what happens!
Some ideas for becoming a prayer partner with your EYC’er:
• Use the Book of Common Prayer. There is a prayer for just
about anything and everything in the BCP. Explore the different
worship services outlined within it. We do Compline at EYC
frequently.
• Prayers don’t have to have words. Invite your EYC’er to draw
their prayers. They may draw a friend they love or are having
trouble with, some activity or problem they are dreading,
something that makes them say “Yea, God!” this morning. This
could create a very special prayer journal over the years!
• Download an app for a daily devotional. A good one to start
with is d365 Daily Devotionals. Reading through these together
each day is a great way to open up some important
conversations.
I hope these ideas help to get you started. Our prayer lives are
key to our happiness and ability to serve other as we are called
to do. — Peace

Reflections on Annual Council
“Lift Up Your Hearts” was the theme of the 193rd Annual Council
of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi in February at the
BanCorpSouth Arena in Tupelo. St. Paul’s was well represented as
we joined with nearly 600 Episcopalians from across the state
singing “…with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of
ministry.” Our focus was maintained on lifting our hearts to God in
all that was said and done at this council.
We had two clergy delegates — Fr. Austin McGehee and Rev.
Deacon Betty Melton. There were three lay delegates; Bob Coffin,
Katie Simmons and Lynne Taleff; as well as three alternate
delegates; Lee Loeb, Clay Holladay and Patrick Lewis. St. Paul’s
delegate quotes from the 193rd Annual Council DIOMS
• Robert Coffin
“Attending the 193rd Annual Council was very much, as they say,
like a large family reunion. Seeing and connecting with many
familiar faces from around our state. It was interesting to witness
the many differing views on how to best live out our baptismal
covenant. Mostly unanimous in our mission but sometimes there
were amendments to amendments to amendments. On the
spiritual side, when all the business is done and all the resolutions
settled, it is powerful when hundreds of fellow Episcopalians come
together in communion.”

• Clay Holladay
“I enjoyed observing the courteous and well thought out debate
that occurred on the issues.”
• Patrick Lewis
“I enjoyed attending Council this year in Tupelo as an alternate. It
was a great time of bonding with members of our church in a
different setting.”
• Lee Loeb
“It was a fun experience and a great opportunity to fellowship
with parishioners of St. Paul’s and enjoy new restaurants. In
addition, I enjoyed connecting with friends at The Mediator. For
those who go every year, it seems it would be an opportunity to
meet and reconnect with Episcopalian friends across the state.
Even though the voting process was long, I was amazed at the way
Bishop Seage kept things light with his sense of humor and still
remained fair to all opinions. The service on Sunday was inspiring
to ‘Lift Up Our Hearts.’”
• Katie Simmons
“I enjoyed learning about how the church is governed and about
the church’s policies and procedures. I also enjoyed seeing so many
friends that I haven’t seen in 20 years!”

