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The Epistle • October 2018

Office Closed – Monday, October 8, in observance
of Columbus Day.
Are You Receiving Parish Weekly News?

“So Christ came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near; for
through Christ both of us have
access in one Spirit to the Father.
So then you are no longer strangers
and aliens, but you are citizens
with the saints and also members
of the household of God, built upon
the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself
as the cornerstone.”

If you are not receiving St. Paul’s weekly news by email, please
contact the Parish Office and give Joane your email address.
Save the Dates:
November 4 — All Saints’ Sunday • 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
November 11 — Ingathering Service at 9:30 a.m.,
followed by Parish meal

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
(2:13-22)

Overcome with Gratitude

F

or the last seven years, I have served as the Children’s and Youth
Director of Ministry at St. Paul’s, along with a whole lot of
support from my family. We have been blessed at every turn by the
relationships we have formed, the lessons we have learned and the
many opportunities we have had to see Christ at work within our
parish community, as well as the greater community.
As I began to feel the calling to switch gears and become a publicschool educator, I was scared by the new path that was being laid
before me. During my time of discernment, I had so many people
reach out to me and support my efforts, keeping us wrapped in
prayer. I was moved to tears as our parish family gathered to
celebrate my ministry work, reminisce about the times we have had
and shower me with cards, gift cards and financial support.
I want to say how excited I am about the future of St. Paul’s
children’s and youth ministries. There is a strong foundation in place
and with new leadership and fresh perspectives, St. Paul’s has a
bright future. Thank you from the bottom of my heart to all of you
who lifted me up, and have supported me over the past years and in
the time to come. I love each of you more than you know and your
gifts are greatly appreciated. Cheers to the future!
—Christ’s peace, Claire

YOU can make
a difference
for students
in Beraud, Haiti!
Tickets:
$50 per person
Dress: Casual

Get your
tickets today!
Call:
Barbara Thomas
601.917.3669
Chuch of the Mediator
601.483.3959

JOIN US at the 4th Annual

Gourmet Cocktail Supper
Saturday, October 13, 2018 • 7 p.m.
At the home of Ben Box Jr. & Robert Covington
This excellent fundraiser helps provide lunch for the students in Beraud plus pays teachers
and provides much-needed scholarships.

F

ormation matters. In the McGehee household, we believe we are
slowly building a village for our family. We surround our children
with disciples; those who model how to love and care for one another.
Our children are being formed through those who are committed to
build God’s kingdom. Our village of St. Paul’s is such a community;
people who being formed to do God’s work.
And the way we are all formed directly impacts the ways we engage
with the world. It’s woven into all that we do as disciples. It helps us
tell our stories of faith with passion and candor. It helps us know how
to be good stewards; cultivating the many gifts God has given us. It
helps our awareness and eagerness to do the work of racial and social
reconciliation. Finally, it helps us see the face of Christ in all persons.
Formation is more than what happens during Sunday school, EYC,
choir rehearsals, spiritual discipline or even coming to the table. It
certainly means more than merely being a good person. Formation
means all of it; growing into a whole life that is sacramental.
Formation helps us move from the table out to the places where we
can share in the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry says, “Sin is the result of a lack
of formation. Racism is a lack of formation.” I believe this is exactly
right. Our “cisms” are born out of an unwillingness to grow and be
formed in God’s likeness. After all, God’s function only knows
compassion and mercy.
Formation matters. We are all invited this time of year to consider
the many ways we are formed by the community of St. Paul’s. How are
we all building our village? How are we deepening our relationships
with one another and our God? How are we pushing one another to be
better disciples? Our formation matters because it points us towards
the abundant life Jesus offers us all. We are creating something
together; learning to meet every aspect of our lives with purpose and
joy.

Yours in Christ,
Austin+

Your Stewardship Journey

F

Our annual greenery sale is almost here! This year's sale will be handled by the
Chancel Choir and Bobbie Rea will be offering her invaluable assistance as in the
past. Remember that there are a number of options, including wreaths that can be
mailed to friends, relatives and coworkers. This beautiful holiday greenery will add a
festive touch to your decorations. Orders need to be in by Friday, October 26, and the
greenery will arrive November 15. Expect a mailing soon with all the information
and order form. We hope you will place your orders soon for these wonderful
greenery items!
— David Benson

ellow Parishioners, there is no wrong place to be on your
stewardship journey and everyone has their own idea of what
being a good steward means. Staying there, however, can limit
what your discipleship can do. For the past several Sundays you
have heard fellow church members speak of “Abundant Life
through Stewardship” — why and how their investment of time,
talent and yes, money, becomes a powerful joyful part of their
lives.
A positive shift is part of the mystery of God working in our lives.
Below is a schedule of Stewardship Gatherings to which you are
invited to participate. Many of you attended one of these
gatherings last year and we hope you will do the same this year. It
is a wonderful time to share and get to know your fellow
parishioners and strengthen those relationships. Refreshments
and light hors d’oeuvres will be served.
All Home Gatherings are on Sundays from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

B

Karen and Bob Rea
509 North Hills Street
Limit 14 individuals
Susan and Bob Coffin
7713 Confederate Drive
Limit 14 individuals

eginning in October, our Wednesday night suppers will no longer be catered. We have enjoyed
the meals cooked and served by Jennifer Seal and her team and we are sorry to see them go.
October 21
Do not despair – we have a plan! We are asking for volunteer teams of about five parishioners per
Cindy and Jim McGinnis
team for Wednesdays through Christmas to cook.
4500 7th Ave
All the planning and shopping has been done for you… all the team has to do is show up and
Limit 14 individuals
cook! We even have a dishwasher lined up to help with the cleanup. If you are interested in being
on a team, please contact Marcia Via at 601.482.4673 or mmvia55@gmail.com. The more teams we October 28
have, the less Wednesdays will be needed to serve.
Cheri and Rick Barry
—From you Parish Supper Committee, Marcia Via, Gloria Chancellor, Larry Nowak.
5022 5th Place
Limit 14 individuals
Treasurer’s Report • August 31, 2018 • 51% of Pledges Received
Let us know when you want to attend: sign up at the church, call
Total Revenue
$303,022
601.693.2502, or e-mail the Parish Office at
stpaulsmeridian@gmail.com.
Total Expenses
$327,495
Stewardship cards will be handed out at the gatherings. The
Deficit
$(24,473)
cards will be returned at one service on Stewardship Sunday,
November 11. Robert Khayat will be our guest speaker and a
luncheon will follow thereafter. During that time an accounting
Bishop’s Oct. 14 Visit Postponed
will be taken and we will hear real-time results of our stewardship
e sorrow in sympathy with the passing of Mary Ann Seage, mother of The Rt. Rev Brian
commitments.
Seage. Bishop Seage and family members will be traveling to California for a memorial
These are really fun gatherings. Thank you in advance for
service in mid-October. Please continue to pray for Bishop Seage and his family during this
commitments of time, talent and treasures.
difficult time. Confirmations will be held at a later date. Baptism’s will continue on Sunday,
October 14, at the 10:30 a.m. service.

W

Those in our Senior Living Communities: Deannie Carmichael, Elise Leach, Janet Sinyard, Joyce Welsh, Linda James,
Lora Jones and Nita Neville.
Extended family and friends: Agnes Lewis, Alice Miller, Ally Gressett, Alixus Hearn, Amanda Lockey, Anna Meyers,
AnnLee, Barbara Johnston, Barbaree Heaster, Baston Geiger, Bill Selman, Barbara Hull, Billy Hull, Brenda Hiatt, Bridget
Mann, Cathy Parker, Cheryl Drennan, Claudia McKibben, Cory Gaylord, Dot Harrington, Edesser “Dess” Reid Ward, Rob
& Aislinn Ward, Evelyn, Frank Baker, Frank Barrett, Freddie Bea Watson, Helen Valentine, Hulon Dearman, Jada Dooley,
Joe, Josephine Hodges, Ken Fisher, Kylie Temple, Leslie Smith, Lou Dubose, Marilyn Mohr, Mary Hallwell, Mary Irby,
Michael Dial, Michelle Nelson, Nell Williams, Patricia Bonner, Philip Walk, Pud Merrell, Robert Kirkland, Ronald Keith
Franks, Sally Gercens, Hannah Thompson, Seth Thompson, Stephanie Turner, Tom Cook, Tom Schram, Wilfe Manning
and The Rev. Walton Jones.
We pray for those who have died especially: Bob Jarrett; Rod Hartzog; Mary Ann Seage, mother of Bishop Seage; and
Eddie Holladay.
We pray for those serving in the Armed Forces, for all who serve overseas and their families, especially Shum Benson,
Connor Covert, Graham Ford, Andrew Behm, Nick Mullen, Brandon States and The 155th Combat Engineers.
For our Bishop Brian and for our Rector Austin and his family.

October 7

October 14

Supper Teams Needed

Our Parish family: Annie Melton, Dave Russell, Dixie Pigford, DJ Wells, Edgar Morrison, Joe White, Lee Graham, Mary
Dunn and Family, Mary Scott, Norma Veach, Peggy Carrico, Robbie Morrison, Steve, Terry Rush and William Godwin.

Oct. 1.............. Cynthia Howarth
Oct. 2.............. Lloyd & Sally Gray, Don & Bev Pringle
Oct. 3 ............Edie Simmons
Oct. 4..............Missy Bailey
Oct. 5..............Brooke Lawyer, Davis McGinnis,
Robert Wilson
Oct. 6..............Eloyce Richardson
Oct. 7..............Jerry & Jan Wayton
Oct. 8..............Sara Anne Johnson
Oct. 10............Bob Coffin, Jim & Marsha Miller
Oct. 11............Marsha Miller
Oct. 15............Wyatt Bond
Oct. 17............Chip & Stacey Harwell
OCT. 7
VESTRY COUNTERS
8 A.M.
CHALICE
READER
USHER
10:30 A.M.
READER 1
READER 2
PRAYERS
USHERS

ACOLYTES

ALTAR GUILD

CHALICE

Oct. 17............Davis & Karli McGinnis
Oct. 18............Betty Melton, Merry McCollum Roberts
Oct. 19............Brad Carver, Hamp Little,
Dustin Simmons, William Tucker
Oct. 22............Michelle Begnaud, Klein Watson
Oct. 24............Edgar Morrison
Oct. 25............John Howell
Oct. 26............Joey Martin
Oct. 27............Ann Compton, Scottland Sanders
Oct. 28............Everett Callais
Oct. 29............Jim Cady, Katie Simmons
Oct. 30............Shelton & Alyce Cunningham, Tom Milhorn
OCT. 14

OCT. 21

OCT. 28

Wayne Wuestefeld & Sally Gray; Lock/Rob Calcote
John Carrier
Lynne Taleff
Linda Carrier

Bob Covert
Ingrid Price
John Carrier

Anne Chalk
Lindy Deen
Bob Covert

Lindy Deen
Anne Chalk
Bob Pigford

John Compton
Katie Simmons
Stacey Harwell
Albree Florey
Scotty Florey
Chris Burchfield
Gary Jones
Arlyn Grace Sanders
Shep Sanders
Cameron Burchfield
Linda Carrier
Kathy Pigford
Leslie Hiatt
Sonya Carrier

Claire Hasselle
Gary Jones
Candy Ward
Clay Holladay
Laura Holladay
Cheri Barry
Rick Barry
Anna Katherine Carrier
Elizabeth Scott Bond
Wyatt Bond • AJ Page
Linda Carrier
Kathy Pigford
Leslie Hiatt
Rob Calcote

Sally Gray
Jim McGinnis
Helen Abraham
Susan Nowak
Larry Nowak
Jim Miller
Marsha Miller
Christopher Collis
Hardin Hiatt
Sellers Breaux
Lindy & Bob Deen
Lee Loeb
Marilyn Greene
Rick Entrekin

Everett Callais
Kay Reich
Joan Moore
Edie Simmons
Adrian Page
Lisa Howell
Jean Merrell
Cate Simmons
Lucy Simmons
Autumn Shirland
Lindy & Bob Deen
Lee Loeb
Marilyn Green
Bev Pringle

EYC in October
10/5 – 10/7: Sr. DOY @
CBG! (No regular
EYC on 10/7)
10/10: EYC Film
School @ 6:30 p.m.

79th General Convention Considers Gender
By The Rev. Deacon Betty Melton

S

ince returning from Austin, TX, and the 79th General
Convention, I have had multiple conversations with people
asking about issues and resolutions. One question asked has
been about the revision of the Book of Common Prayer.
Prayer book revision was the subject of great debate during the
convention, members of which eventually agreed to the creation
of new liturgical texts to respond to the needs of Episcopalians
across the church, while continuing to use the 1979 BCP.
On July 10, the House of Bishops adopted a proposal for what it
calls “liturgical and prayer book revision for the future of God’s
mission through the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement.”
The resolution memorializes the 1979 Book of Common Prayer
“as a prayer book of the church preserving the psalter, liturgies,
the Lambeth Quadrilateral, Historic
Documents, and [its] Trinitarian
Formularies” while calling for a trial use of
optional language in our services.
Both houses of General Convention on
July 12 adopted the resolution that allows
all congregations in the Episcopal Church
to use optional, expansive-language
versions of three Rite II Eucharistic prayers
(Prayer A, Prayer B and Prayer D) in the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer. The changes are available for trial use until the
completion of the next comprehensive revision of the BCP,
which will be discussed again in 2021. The main revision is in
the designation of gender. Every Sunday, worshippers hear the
words in the current prayer book that are mostly masculine.
Offering the revised versions of existing Eucharistic prayers is a
way to take the requests heard in the convention back to local
pews, so God can be celebrated in all genders.
Here are some examples of the optional language included in
the trial-use rites:
• Priests may begin any of the three rites by saying, “Blessed
be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity.” The
current opening acclamation of “Blessed be God: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit” is also an option. In either case, the people’s
response is “And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever.

Amen.”
• At the beginning of the Great Thanksgiving in all three rites,
the priest may say, “God be with you,” instead of “The Lord
be with you.”
• The Sanctus can now be said using “Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord” in addition to “Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.”
• In Eucharistic Prayer A, celebrants now have the option of
saying, “…you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of
all.” In the original version, that sentence ends with “…the
God and Father of all.”
• Eucharistic Prayer B contains an optional
wording for the sentence “Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.” The option reads, “Unite us
in the sacrifice of Christ, through whom we
are made acceptable to you, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit.”
• Eucharistic Prayer D offers the option of
adding the word “matriarchs” after “patriarchs” in this
sentence: “And grant that we may find our inheritance with
[the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, (with ____) and all the saints who have found
favor with you in ages past.”
The options offered are to be provided at no cost via electronic
distribution.
The resolution asks the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music, to consider revising Eucharistic Prayer C, sometimes
called the “Star Wars” prayer, for its reference to “the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.” The SCLM is
will also monitor the use of the expansive-language rites and
begin a dynamic-equivalence translation of the rites into
Spanish, French and Haitian Creole languages.

10/14: EYC @ the
Mediator
10/17: EYC Film
School @ 6:30 p.m.
10/21: EYC @ St.
Paul’s
10/24: EYC Film
School @ 6:30 p.m.
10/28: EYC @ the
Mediator
10/31: Stay tuned for
EYC plans!

St. Francis Day Celebration
with Blessing of the Animals
“All Praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and sister
creatures.”
– St. Francis of Assisi

T

he patron saint of animals believed that the light of God was
perfectly reflected in all of nature and nowhere is His essence better
revealed than in the unconditional love companionship and devotion
of the pets we hold dear to our hearts.
St. Paul’s is holding a service in remembrance of St. Francis’ love for
all creatures on Sunday, Oct. 14, at 4 p.m. in the memorial courtyard.
All animals, furry, feathery and scaly are welcome, but please be sure
they are leashed or crated for their safety. Is your special pet of the
“plush” variety? Bring those as well — plush animals can receive
blessings, too. Refreshments for animal and humans alike will be
served following the service. Parishioners are invited to bring
donations for East MS Animal Rescue to this service. For a complete
wish list or to learn more about this wonderful organization, visit
www.eastmsanimalrescue.com. Monetary donations are also
welcomed. Checks may be made out to East MS Animal Rescue, or to
St. Paul’s with a designation in the memo.

Helping Your Child Gain that Sunday Glow

A

s a parent constantly trying to show my children how wonderful church is, how
special our
parish family is and how deep our worship is, many times I run into roadblocks. I am
always on the lookout for a resource to help me accomplish this. I follow a Facebook
page called “Children in Worship” and many times I find very helpful tidbits. I want to
share this one with you hoping you will find it as useful as I did.
“The car ride from worship can be ‘the cherry on the sundae’ or can undo every good
thing that happened during worship. Part of the reason it’s so volatile is that everyone is
ready for lunch, ready to be ‘on their own’ rather than participating in a group, tired,and
maybe ready to change clothes.” Three parental disciplines can make a big difference.
• Keep the conversation positive. Talk about good things that happened at church.
One parent urges his children to look for one worship “take away,” i.e. something
they want to remember (and yes, jokes from the sermon count). His children know
he will ask about their’s in the car on the way home each week and so they try to
have an answer ready to get Dad off their case if nothing else. Other parents kick off
this discussion with questions like “what was one good thing that you did this
morning at church?” or “which song did you like best?” or “what did you think
about?” or “who did you see at church this morning?”
• If at all possible hold off on discussions about unacceptable behavior until you are
home and everyone is a little more relaxed. Parental anger will have settled enough
to enable a reasoned presentation of the problem and expected changes and
childhood confined energy will be released enough to respond with reason.
• Savor worship together before thinking ahead to whatever is next on Sunday
afternoon. This is a good time to reinforce something that was said or done with a
parental “how about… this song or that rite even what the preacher said about….?”
It is also a good time to hear children’s ideas about what they saw and heard in order
to explain or de mystify as needed.” —From “Worshipping with Children” by
Carolyn Brown

T

he Gray Center is best known as the
permanent home of Camp Bratton-Green,
a summer camp operated by the Episcopal
Diocese of Mississippi. The property is also
home to a conference center that welcomes
groups from the church and the greater
community. The diocese has developed a
long-range master plan for improvements that
will enhance hospitality, safety, and
accessibility, and position Camp BrattonGreen and the conference center as places of
welcome and spiritual growth for many years
and many generations to come.
The Seeds You Sow campaign will raise funds
to complete Phase 1 of this ambitious master
plan. The campaign goal is $5 million.
To give, contact: The Rev. Gates Elliott,
Director of Development and Planned Giving
• 601.948.5954 • gelliott@dioms.org •
www.graycenter.org.

